t

THE PERRYSBURG JOURNAL, FRIDAY, APRIL

15, 1910,

4

] HE visitor to Washington
who looks down from the
gallery upon the sleapy,

green-carpeted senato 18
sure to be impressed and
puzzled, If not actually
thrilled, by the presence
of a blind man In that
droning citadel of feder-
allsm: n senator without
powtr to see, the youngest member of
the “"American house of lords,"” repre-
senting the youngest state in the
Unlon.

If the story of Benator Gore of
Oklahoma could serve no other pur
poge than to illustrate how a brave
heart and persistent ambitlon ean
overcome even the greatest difficul-
ties In life it would be worth telling.

Loyally to a set purpose, maintained
resolutely through 25 years of bitter
struggle, ralsed this poor blind Amerl-
can boy to a seat In the most distin-
guished law-making body in the world,
although he sometimes lived on the
verge of starvation. Nothing could
shake his determination to be a sen-
ator. He had no eyes, but he had a
tongue, He had no money, but he had
courage. He was obscure, but he had
a high ambition. He could not see the
world about him, but he had a smila,
to win it, a perseverance to compel
fts admiration and support.

A few months after Mississippl was
resdmitted to the Unlon in 1870 Thom-
a8 Pryor Gore was born on an 80-acre
farm 30 milea from the nearest rall-
way

Hero the boy grew up among the
creeks and pines, n stocky, gray-eyed littla fel-
low, who could outrun any of his companions,
When he was glx years old the village of Walthall
was established in the woods nearby and the
Gore family went there to live. Young Tom at-
tended a small school set among the trees out-
sido of the village.

At the age of eight years the boy's left eye
was blinded by an accidental blow from a stick.
Three years later he was employed as a page in
the Misslssippi senate and boarded at the house
of Senator J. 2. George In Jackson. One day,
while playing with a crossbow, an arrow entered
his right eye and destroyed his sight.

In spite of his afiction young Gore managed
to stand at the head of his class In school and at
the age of 17 years entered a normal school
which was opened. Here he gradually became
totally blind. yet he mastered the high school
course

While Gore was attending the high school his
closest companion was n classmate, Charles H.
Pittman, This youth used to read to him. One
day they found an old volume of the Congres-
slonal Record. Going out to the stable, the blind
student would stand for hours while Pittman read
to him the speeches of the lawmakers at Wash-
ington.

During that winter Gore and hla sister taught
school for a few months All the while his moth-
er, n bedridden invalld, read to him history, blog-
raphy and other subjects connected with his po-
litical plans, and he would sit by the bed, a
strange smlle on his blind countenance, dreaming
and brooding and waliting for the day when he
might take part In the great battle of politics like
other men,

His great chance came in the spring of 1801,

The Populist movement was spreading rapldly
und he joined it. In the state campalgn for a
legislature to elect a United States senator he
took up thé cause of Barksdale against George,
although ns a boy he had lived In George's house.

The blind orator shrank from no confliet. He
even debated with Senator Money, whose tongue
all Misslssippl dreaded and who smiled majes-
tieally when told that his opponent was “a poor,
blind schoolboy.” Senator Money declared that,
bt for his antagonist's blindness, he would hold
him personally responsible for his words—a
deadly thing to say in Mississippl, Gore prompt-
Iy replied, “Let him then blindfold himself and 1
will meet him,"

In Beptember of that year he went to the law
school at Cumberland university, Tennessee, and
studied law for ten months. He was one of the
leading six students in a clags of 42, This expe-
rience cost him $331 and he returned to his Mis-
slssippl village with only 25 cents In his pocket,
in a sult of clothes he had worn for 14 months,
He had almost been compelled to leave the law
school months before for the lack of sultable
clothing.

Yet his unquenchable ambition to reach the
United States senate grew more intense as the
diMculties of his eituation Increased,

Gore's father had taken up the practice of
law in Walthall and, on returning from the law
school in 1892 the youth was welcomed ns an
acsistant In the office. That year, too, he was a
présidential elector on the Popullst ticket, at-
tacked Grover Cleveland on the stump and carrled
his county.

The practice of law was not an Ingpiring ocgu-
pation In Walthall. There were actually 46 law-
yers In that small, poor village. The blind advo-
cate tried a few cases,

After a two years' effort to earn a living as
a lawyer in the place of his birth Gore decided
to go to Texas,

Huving saved $40, be started (n April, 1894,
for Texarkana, arriving there an abgolute stran-
ger with only $21 in his pocket. He secured a
boarding house und promptly offered himself to
the Popullst lenders for service In the approach:
ing state and county electlons. His political
speeches brought in money enough to pay his ex-
penses, but he found no chance to practice law.
In the winter he went back to Walthall and for a
rear made another desperate effort to win suoccess
as 8 lawyer. He was nominated for congress by
the Popullsts, but was defeated. Yet his specches
in the campalgn attracted much attention,

On the Inst day of the year 1800 the sightless
sud unsuccessful lawyer decided to abandos the
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struggle in his native spot and to go back to

Texns, Before leaving Walthall he made a vow
that he would never enter the village again until
he could return to his neighbors a United States
senator.

That year in Texas was & hard one. Gore
threw bhimself into politics with passionate en-
ergy, He was g delegate to the Popullst conven-
tion at St. Louis which nominated Mr, Bryan and
geconded the nomination. In December, 1896, be
and his brother opened a law office. It was a
flerce struggle with the world. His father, moth-
er and brother llved with him. Sometimes they
were without a single dollar.

In April, 1899, Gore's fortunes had sunk Bo
low that he appeared In the street with frayed
clothing, broken shoea and a visage white with
deprivation. One day 1t seemed as though he had
come face to face with actual starvation, when an
old negro woman paid $2 which she owed him
and that saved the gituation,

When Mr, Bryan was nominated at Kansas
City In 1900 Gore found his why to the crowd that
surrounded the convention. He was now a Demo-
crat,

It might help him on his way to the senate
if he could make speeches In the neighborhood
of a national convention.

Hurrying on to SBouth Dakota—he had only §7
left when he got there—Gore went to the state
conventlon and secured an engagement to speak
In the state during the presidential campaign, In
this way he picked up $1,000. Then he went back

to Texas and married a beautiful girl. "It was
love at first sight,” he =2ald, laughingly.
After the presidential campalgn was over

Gore's $1,000, earned in the South Dakota tour,
soon melted away, and little money came in to
take Its place,’ In 1901 things went so badly with
him and his senatorlal prospects seemed so dim,
that when an advertisement of an auctlon of land
lots In the newly opened Kiowa, Comanche and
Apache reservation in Oklahoma appeared In the
newspapers he declded to leave Texas and pur
sue his great ambition in the new country.

As a first step the elder Gore, now a white-
halred man, went to Oklahoma and became a
notary publie In the hope of earning fees from
the land-crazy crowds. In July, 19801, the blind
lawyer and his brother went to the new land,
driving 45 miles In a wagon to Fort 8ill. Here
Gore llved In a tent with his father and brother
in the midst of an excited crowd. FHis father sat
inside ns a notary, while he, attired in an alpaca
coat, colored shirt and slouch hat, walked up and
down before the tent, waving his hand and shout-
ing, "Here's where you get your papers out!
Here's the right place to get your land papers!"
In the daytime he entreated the crowd; at night
he slept on the ground.

Falling to draw a land clalm, the Gores moved
out four miles to Lawton, an encampment on the
open prairie. Here 15,000 persons were living in
tents where the wild blue-stem grass was walst
high. It was a Babylon of gamblers, fakirs, farm-
ers and business men, all waiting for the open-
ing of the land on August 6. There were grocery
and hardware stores in tents; gambling tables
and shows In tents; churches and saloons in
tents. Even newspapers were printed in tents.
Poor men, rich men, preachers, thleves were
mixed up in that pleturesque, dramatic hurly-
burly of mules, wagons, women and children. Men
were kllled, children were born, robberles were
committed.

Three days after the lots were sold and while
Lawton was still a tented camp, there was an-
other political mass meeting, this time In the big
tent of Dick Russell, a saloon keeper. Gore was
there and offered a resolution favoring the ad-
mission of Oklashoma snd Indian territory to the
Unlon as a single state,

A lew days later and the men of Lawton or-
ganized a cltlzens' committes to get a charter
and organize a olly government. Of course Gore
was there and of course he was on the committes.
Then a commercial club was organized by the
tent dwellers and Gore was on the committes to
druft by-laws. He missed no opportunity that
might lead to the senate.

Presently he bought & small lot for $166 and
started to bulld & cottage through the help of a
bullding and loan angency. When his wife reached

Lawton In October Gore was still in his
tent. His wife fell sick and for four months
he was her only nurse, save when their
baby came In January, When they moved
into thelr own cottage and furnished it with
a stove and a few articles of furniture they
had only $1 left. They had to rent out
three of their five rooms,

The baby was born in desperately cold
weather in o room heated only by a tiny
cook stove. It lived only 17 days and was
buried on the prairie.

That winter tried the man in him. For
months he and his falr, young wife lived on
scanty portions of bread, beans and beef
liver, with syrup made of sugar dissolved in water
for dessert.

All through this time his wife encouraged his
political ambitions.

In Aprll 1902, Gore managed to go as a dele-
gate to the territorlal convention that was to
choosa a delegate to congress from Oklahoma and
his speech in response to the welcome of the
mayor of Enid so struck the fancy of the delegates
that there was a movement to make him the cholce
of the conventlon. He declined the honor In favor
of others, It was a shrewd move and ecounter
balanced the fact that he was a newcomer in Okla-
homa. The result was that he was elected to the
territorial senate.

The fight for a seat In the Unlted States sgenate
was now pressed systematleally. Having Intro-
duced a child labor bill in the leglslature and de-
clared his frlendshlp for organized labor, Gore
spent the year 1903 in widening his acquaintance,
attending plenics, barbecues and county falrs, lee-
turing for anything from $5 to $25, shaking hands
with the crowds and smiling his way Into thelr
hearts.

Then came the presidential campaign of 1004
and Gore got $4 or $5 a day from the Democrats
for speaking in Indlann, Ohlo and Illinois. He had
no desire to go back to the territorial legislature,
knowing that his great ambition. could be better
served by the publiclty of sgervice In the national
campaign.

Gore fought hard for Oklahoma's admission to
the Unlon. No man was more active in the agl-
tation. But he would not go to the national capital,

“l won't go to Washington till 1 go with the
right lo speak and vote in the senate,” he sald.

The stutehood bill was passed by congress in
1906, Then the political alr of Oklahoma was
“full of razors” as the struggle for the two new
senatorships began with the primary campalgn to
elect a legislature, Gore's opponents were both
rich men, who spent thelr money freely. He
stayed in Guthrie, borrowing money to pay the
$4.50 a week which it cost him to live. Belng at
the capital, he met men from all over the state
and was able to make shrewd combinations.

It was a tragic thing to see a blind man har-
assed by poverty fighting agninst his rich rivals,
one & banker and the other a lawyer, but, however
he bled Inwardly, Gore gave no sign that he saw
anything pathetic in hls situation. Hie friends
wanted him to abandon his ambition for a time
and run for congress,

“It Is the senate or nothing,” he replied.

In April, 1907, he began to make speeches all
over the state.

He spoke on street corners, from the tops of
boxes, from cart tails, anywhere, everywhere, night
and day. The leading newspapers Ignored him,
while hils rivals were able to buy advertising
space and one of them hired brass bands, opera
bouses and advance agents. In March he had
mortgaged his house for $1,000, but the money was
goon gone, To get his name on the primary ballot,
under the rules of the Democratic state convention,
he had to pay $375. But on the last day allowed
for the paymeant he found himself with only $8, In
sheer desperfition he made out his check for $376
and paid It in, A Mr, Young saved him by ralsing
the money to meet the check.

As the voting drew near the Llind candldate’s
clreumstances became more desperate than ever.
Hoe was spending about $24 a week for travellng
expenses. To get out of monsy at that stage of
the fight would have been fatal, He made from
two to four speeches a day, although he would
sit up all night in hotels to save paying for a bed,
and ate only one meal a day. At times he would
go from one day to another on cheese and crackers
carried in his gripsack. So great was the physical
ordeal that he lost 30 pounds welght.

Gore won hia fight In the primary election and
was elected to the Unlted SBtates senste by the
legislature, drawing the short term. The struggle
cost him $1,100, exclusive of the $376 he paid to
got his naome on the primary ballot. One of his
opponents is sald to have spent $76,000.

It was o grand day for Oklahoma when her
blind man got into the United Btates senate.

In 1908 he wont home and was re-elected. When
he reached Lawton a cheerlng ecrowd surrounded
the carrlage and ook him and his wife to thelr
cottuge. As roar after voar broke on the alr he
turned to his wife and whispered, “They don't
geem Lo koow that it's only me.

There is no prob-
lem of increased cost
of food if you eat
more

Quaker Oats

An ideal food; delicious;

appetizing; strengthening.
Compared with other
foods Quaker Oats costs

almost nothing and yet it
builds the best. 62

Algy Explains,

“What do you suppose, Algernon
the young thing nsked, "ls the reason
the ocean (s salty?

“I am sure [ don't know,” drawled
Algy, "unless it is because there are
s0 many salt fAsh In iL"—Success,

When Rubbers Become Necessary
And your shoea pinch, shake into your
shoes Allen's Foot-Ease, the antiseptle

wder for the feet. Curea tired, achin
et and takes the ating out of Corns an
Bunlons. Always use it for ‘Hronklng In
New shoes and for dancing parties, Saold
everywherse ¢, Sample malled FREB
Address, Allen B. Olmsted, Le Roy, N. Y

Tuberculoais in Ireland.

A bill will be brought before the
British parlilament calling for stepa
to he taken to prevent the high mor:
tallty from tuberculosiz In Ireland.
The bill will demand the compulsory
notification and registration of tuber
culosis cases, the establishment of spe-
ecinl institutions for consumptive pa
tients, the Instruction of the publie
about this disease, and Improved con-
trol over the meat and milk supplies,

The President's Speech.

The president of the Hewitt Bros.
Boap Company, Dayton, Ohio, says:
“Buy two cakes of Easy Task soap for
ten cents; use one bar and if it isn't
just what we say it is, you get your
dime back in a jiffy,” It is a strong
clalm to say that Easy Task soap cuts
the work of washday in half, but the
fact can be proven by the evidence of
thousands of delighted women.

Used to It

RNecently a lady witness in a court
up the slate was subjected to a
troublesome fire of crogs questions,
and the lawyer, thinking that some
apology was necessary, tried Lo square
himself.

*] really hope, madam,"” sald he,
“that I don't annoy you with all these
questions.”

“0Oh, no,” was the prompt reply; *I
am accustomed to iL."

“You don't mean it?" wonderingly
returned the lawyer.

“Yes,"” rejoined the lady, “I have a
glx-year-ald boy at home."

Newfoundland's Bad Record.

The Newfoundland Soclety for the
Prevention of Tuberculosis is carryving
on a vigorous and necessary campaign
this year in the Island. The death
rate from the disease in Newfoundland
is very large, About one in every
five of the total population dies of it
and, what is worse, In the last six
yvears the death rate, which Is sta-
tionary or decreasing elsewhere, has
Increased about 60 per cent. This is
due largely to the native horror o?
fresh air in the house,

Returning to Prose.

Flushed with triumph and %0 de-
grees in the shade, parched and scant
of breath, they stood upon the tower:
ing mountain peak, and surveyed the
gorgeous panorama that spread itself
beneath them like a two-inch to the

mile ordnance map of the whole
warld.
“There!" she exclaimed, angrily,

‘We have climbed all this distance to
admire the beauties of nature, and
we've left the glass at home!"

Tranquilly smiling, he shifted the
lunch basket to the other arm.

“Never mind, dear,” he replied,
“There's nobody about. It won't burt
ug just this once to drink out of the
bottle.,"—Answers,

ABANDONED IT
For the Cld Fashioned Coffee Was
Killing.

“I always drank coffee with the rest
of the family, for it seemed as if there
was nothing for breakfast If we did
pot bhave it on the table.

“I had been troubled some tlme
with my heart, which did not feel
right, This trouble grew worse steadily.

“Sometimes it would beat fast and
at other times very slowly, so that I
would hardly be able to do work for
an hour or two after breakfast, and if
I walked up a hill, it gave me a se-
vere pain.

“l had no idea of what the trouble
was untll a frlend suggested that per-
bhaps it might be caused by coffes
drinking. 1 tried leaving off the coffee
and began drinking Postum. The
change came quickly., I am now glad
to say that I am entirely well of the
heart trouble and attribute the rellef
to leaving off coffee and the use of
Fostum.

“A number of my friends have aban-
doned the old fashioned coffee and
have taken up with Postum, which
they arce using steadily, There are
gome people that make Postum very
weak and fastelegs, but If it s bolled
long enough, according to directions,
it Is a very deliclous beverage, We
bave never used any of the old fash-
loned coffee since Postum was first
started in our house."

Read the little book, “The Road to
Wellville," in pkgs, "There's a Rearon."

Ever rend the nbove letter? "l"l‘n“

one nppears from time to time.
nre wenulse, lree, full of hwsay

Intorent.

UNCLE JOE CANNON

ME ALSO SPEAKS WELL OF CANy
ADA.

No matter what may be the opinion
of Mr. Josoph Cannon, no matter If
he may be looked upon by some as
f czar, and by others as a hig warm-:
hearted man, with many of the in
stincts that make humanity very bear-
able, all will admit that he {8 a man
who has been advertlsed more than
any other man {n the United States.
What he may have to say therefore
on any subject, will have weight. Ob.
servant, he speaks his mind freely.
He was Interviewed the other day by
the correspondent of a Canadian
newspaper. Hespoke of his admiration
for Canada, and he Is quoted in a way
that plctures farily well the perssonar
of the man, The correspondent says
he launched out Into personal bl
ography, proverbial philesophy, politi-
cal comment, cynical scorn, hroad pro-
fanity and sentimen.al poetry such ap
one rarely hears In the space of an
bour. He discussed the Canadian ta-
riff, and then sald: *“People say I
break the Ten Commandmants, all of
them. But I don't, at least not often,
1 did break one of them up In Canada
two or three years ago. As I rode
from Winnipeg to the Rockies over
your great West and saw the fineat
wheatfields in the world, I thought of
Virginia and a lot of our States, akd
1 smashed the Tenth Commandment
every hour of the journey. Yes, sir,
I coveted my neighbor's land." Com-
Ing from a man of the fame of Mr.
Cannon, these were words that should
have some weight with the Americans
who may atill have doubts of the ad-
vantages that are offered to them in
Western Canada, A home amongst
the wheatfields. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans are adopting it.
They go to Central Canada, to any
one of the three Provinces of Manl-
toba, Saskatchewan or Alberta, or to
the Coast Province of British Colum-
bia, take up thelr homestead of 160
facres, and probably pre-empt another
160 acres, or it may be they do not
care for pioneering twenty or thirty
miles from an existing rallway, and,
purchase a farm. Then they setile
upon it and, having no clearing away
of timber they begin at once to cul
tivate it, and make money. That they
make money and much more than
they could possibly make on the high.
priced farms they have left, is the
evidence of hundreds of thousandr
They do pot leave civilized life, thaoy
but remove from one sphere to an
other. They have splendid social con-
ditions, churches, schools, rural tele-
phones, splendid roads, rallways, con-
venient just the same as what they
left, and what Is more, they get much
greater returns from their crops,
which glve abundant yleld. The cli-
mate is perfect, and it is no wonder
that most flattering reports are sent
back to thelr friends in the States,
nnd it is no wonder that Joe Cannon
was tempted to speak as he did. “de
“coveted" hi5 neighbor's land.

His Views on Suffrage.

When a female canvasser asked an
old farmer to sign a petition in favor
of a woman's movement he eyed the
document for a while with suspicion.

“No, I'm again’ it, sure,” was the re-
ply, with the emphasis of a man who °

had had some domestic infelleity. “A
woman who's allug a-movin' Is allus a-
gettin' in trouble. If you've got any-
thing to keep her qulet 1'1l sign It."—
Ladles’ Home Journal.

Making a Guess.

“Johnny, do you know why I am go-
ing to whip you?"

“Why?"

“Because you struck a boy smaller
than yourself."

“l thought maybe it was because I
am smaller than you are.”

EFFECTS OF LIQUOR REMOVED
IN 84 MINUTES.
Drunkenness Is unworthy when you ean
have it removed without anybody’s knowl-
edge. Acme simple home-treatment will
do the work. Wrlie E. Fortln, R 314
Dickey Bldg., Chicago, 111, for free trial.

A man's idea of & generous act is
having a chance to take all another
fellow's money and leayving him some
loose change.

Pettit's Eye Salve for 25¢
relieves tired, overworked eyes, stops eye
aches, congested, infamad or sore eyes, All
druggists or Howard Eror., Buffalo, N. Y,

To love al:unﬁ}inlly s to live
abundantly, and to love forever Is to
live forevar.—Drummond.

Ahl.l!'i'? LUNG BJMAF

#11 emre not only & fresh cold, but one of thoss sty -
rn coughs that usublly h'ila"m for montha, Yo

ta trial and prove its worth,  23e. Slo and $1.00.

Orass widows are as new mown hay
to some men.

By, sofiens Lhe gums,

Yorehildren
Hauuioa Joures wind collo, 3o s botile

thi
Mon,allays

The woman who loses her hearing
may be thankful it wasn't her volece,
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